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Smart planning and a
gem of a palette created
contemporary opulence for
a pair of downsizers.

o TI Ee

belle 159 .



1600 belle

vocative words such as ‘emerald’, ‘tourmaline’ and

‘amethyst’ fall from the lips of interior designer

Juliette Arent of Arent & Pyke as she describes

this bijou three-bedroom apartment in Sydney’s

inner east. It’s not hard to guess her inspiration
for the luscious, luxe palette.

This jewel box is packed with select treasures while also
being compact, especially when compared to the home the
empty-nester owners moved from. In their desire for ‘right-
sizing” and a cosmopolitan lifestyle, they bought the north-
facing apartment off the plan in 2021. “We fell in love with the
brick building,” says the owner. “With its Art Deco feel and
bars and restaurants on the doorstep, it felt very New York.”

The project’s spatial design had been masterminded by
Mim Design, with the main bedroom suite on one side of a
generous open plan and two more bedrooms on the other.
An ample balcony was a room in itself, and the apartment
eschewed a space-squandering corridor but included a butler’s
pantry. “We love to entertain, so we can flow out onto the
balcony and no space is wasted,” adds the owner.

Rather than its standard crisp white walls and dramatic
inky marble kitchen, as smart as they were, the owners sought
something more layered. “They wanted this to feel like a
family home, with softness, comfort and less contrast, not
an executive apartment off the plan,” points out Juliette.
“And the client was willing to be brave.” Adds the owner:
“We embrace colour and texture, and thought Arent & Pyke
would bring things to life.”

With the burdens of parenthood behind them, the couple
had shed all their furnishings from the past, bringing
nothing with them except some must-haves. “My heart was
set on a green velvet sofa because I thought it would look and
feel so comfortable and luxe,” says the owner, whose favourite
hues are green and purple. While the apartment was ideal for
the two of them, the couple are also keen entertainers, so it
had to do a Houdini and nimbly accommodate up to 30 when
required. Without any other structural changes, Juliette
employed some slick moves to make it seem larger.

The first was to include a banquette against the wall in
the dining area, a smart space-saver that gets lots of use by
the couple as well as their guests. Then there’s the mirror
near the windows in the living room, bouncing light and a
leafy vista back into the interior. And the fully furnished
balcony (almost half as big as the large living room), with its
outdoor living and dining settings, is a favourite bolthole.
“It’s a room in its own right,” says the owner. “It allows us to
entertain and, when we’re alone, we positively live there.”
Additionally, the third bedroom does triple duty as a study,
media room and guest space. »

Opposite page A banquette in Pierre Frey ‘Palladio’ fabric from Milgate
anchors the dining zone. Cushions in Zimmer + Rohde ‘Chapan’ fabric
from Unique Fabrics. Custom dining table in solid American white oak
from Briggs Veneers. Artifort ‘Suit’ chairs from Ke-zu. “Eclipse’ lights from
Nook Collections. Vintage ceramic from 506070. Artwork on wall by
Mark Maurangi Carrol from Nasha Gallery. This page (from top) In the
hallway is a bespoke bar/wine cabinet by Elan in Walnut Burl veneer
and a coloured polyurethane with a Verde Antigua stone top. Recycled
glass bowl by Barbera Design. // At the entry is a vessel by Laith McGregor
from Station Gallery. Vintage ceramic vessel on plinth from 506070.




This page Key pieces include the Edra ‘Standard’ sofa from Space and &Tradition ‘Margas LC2' swivel armchair from Cult. Ottoman in ‘Risus’ fabric from
Kelly Wearstler. De La Espada ‘Twenty-Five’ coffee table from Winnings. ‘Daphine Terra’ floor lamp from Lumina. Custom TV unit also made by Elan
in Walnut Burl veneer and Burnt Sienna polyurethane with a Verde Antigua top. Parachilna ‘Petra M Me’ table lamp from Ke-zu. Reuber Henning rug from
Halcyon Lake. Vintage objects from 506070. Artworks by Mark Maurangi Carrol from Nasha Gallery. Opposite page A work by Oscar Nimmo, who is also

represented by Nasha Gallery, is proudly displayed on a wall at the entry. The kitchen’s benchtop and base is New Elegant Grey dolomite from CDK Stone.

« “It was crucial to throw light around,” says Juliette.
In the living areas, Marmorino Venetian plaster in pale
terracotta does indeed bounce light off the walls, shifting
according to the time of day but generating a warm
glow at night, helped by the wall washes from the
sconces. The designer also boldly extended that special
finish to the ceiling, adding to the light plays and
creating a_cosseting ‘swathed’ feel. “It adds something
emotive to the space,” she says.

This colour drenching also diminishes the contrast
with the dark and dramatic kitchen, which remained
untouched. New joinery in the living room and a bar in
the hallway don’t just add more storage, they make their
own design statement in burled walnut with orange
drawers. “We wanted to add richness to the upholstery,”
says Juliette, and the starting point was the emerald
velvet sofa — on the owner’s wishlist from the get-go.

Sydney

The Edra ‘Standard’ modular sofa makes a statement in
the living room, balanced by the tourmaline banquette
and sapphire blue dining-table base, with a multi-coloured
rug drawing the decorating threads together. “We were
limited in how many elements we could include, so we
ensured they were all colourful and fun,” says Juliette.
In the main bedroom, pattern, as well as colour, makes
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a_splash_on_the headboard, care of Zimmer . Rohde ____

‘Kantha’ fabric inspired by Indian embroidered

patchwork, its pink tints echoed by the walls. “I'm proud
of the way we’ve made these small spaces feel dynamic
and lived-in,” summarises Juliette. 2 =
“When I walk in the door, I often say to my husband,
‘I love this,” says the owner. “The walls are phenomenal,
and the colours are always changing with the beautiful
light. With that ceiling, it all feels like a warm hug.” 13
arentpyke.com and @arentpykestudio; mimdesign.com.au




HoME  Oydney

This page A second artwork by
Oscar Nimmo complements the
main bedroom. Bedhead in
Zimmer + Rohde ‘Kantha’ fabric
from Unique Fabrics. Bedside table
in Poplar Burl from Briggs Veneers.
Vintage table lamp from 506070.
Ceramic vase by Steve Lees from
Craft Victoria. Society Limonta
bedding and throw from Ondene.
Walls in Dulux Bongo Drum.
Opposite page (from top) Looking
over the sofa in the living room.
// On the large balcony are
‘Harp’ chairs and a ‘Mistre
from Living Edge. B&B
round tables from !
and plante
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texture. » They called on interior designer Juliette Arent
of Arent & Pyke to add warmth and softness., TheJ_e-weT'
/ by Katarina Wells, $1200, Curatorial+Co. 3 ‘Move F’ surface coloured furnishings e LS Juxtoposed Yitha
| ) in Natural American Oak, POA. Cabinetti Panels. walls in Marmorino Venetian plrusté‘r, which has been
- 3 4 'Freddo’ rug by Greg Natale, $7920, Designer Rugs. applied to the ceiling as well as the living-room walls,
5 ‘Fleur’ swivel tub chair, $1446, King Living. creating a rich, all-encompassing feel.
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1 ‘Alia’ mirror, $2200, Casa Blanco. 2 ‘Lascaux’ vessel




